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Ray Imperial  has been giv ing to chi ldren’s causes 
for many years by rais ing and distr ibut ing 
funds to inst i tut ions that care for  chi ldren with 

catastrophic i l lnesses. This year,  the giver becomes 
the receiver when he accepts the 2009 Del iver the 
Dream Volunteer Humanitar ian Award at  the non-
prof i t ’s  annual  Denim & Diamonds Gala. 

Imperial,  widely known as the founder of the 
Excal ibur Classic Celebrity Golf Tournament which 
has helped raise more than seven mil l ion dol lars for 
South Florida charit ies, has been a self less suppor ter 
of Deliver the Dream for nine years and currently 
serves on the board. His fr iends at Deliver the Dream 
describe him as an af fable, kind man who is always 
wil l ing to help and has an outstanding sense of 
humor. True to form, when told that he was selected 
to receive the award, Imperial said with a laugh, “I t 
is great. I  am not wor thy of i t ,  but I ’ l l  take i t !”

Based in For t  Lauderdale,  Flor ida,  Del iver the Dream 
was founded by former JM Family CEO Pat Moran. 
Since 2002, the organizat ion has hosted retreats 
for  more than four thousand fami ly members facing 
such di f f icul t  l i fe chal lenges as cancer,  emot ional 
d isabi l i ty,  mult ip le sclerosis,  HIV, Down syndrome 
and aut ism. The monthly retreats provide fami l ies 
wi th four days of  fun,  re laxat ion and suppor t  -  at 
no cost.  To produce each retreat,  the organizat ion 
must raise f i f ty f ive thousand dol lars,  and the Denim 
& Diamonds Gala plays a large par t  in th is ef for t .

When asked why Ray was chosen to  rece ive 
the  award ,  Pau l  Wi th row,  execut ive  d i rec to r 
o f  De l iver  the  Dream sa id ,  “Ray  has  been 
ins t rumenta l  in  c rea t ing  the  per fec t  ambiance fo r 
De l iver  the  Dream’s  ga las  and is  a  per fec t ion is t 
w i th  a l l  o f  h is  ver y  generous  ph i lan throp ic  work . 
He is  a  t rue  gent leman who s t r i ves  to  g ive  back 
to  the  communi ty  and he lp  those in  need. ”  So 
what  w i l l  the  “gent leman”  wear  to  mark  the 
spec ia l  occas ion? Undoubted ly,  h is  f ines t  den im 
compl imented  by  a  des igner  tux  jacke t . 

Imper ia l ’s  award  i s  j us t  one  h igh l i gh t  o f  t he 
Oc tober  24 th even t ,  wh ich  encourages  gues ts 
to  pa i r  b lue  j eans  w i th  b lack  t i e  as  a  nod  to 
h igh / l ow  fash ion .  Now in  i t s  6 th yea r,  t he  Den im 
and  D iamonds  Ga la  beg ins  a t  6 :30  pm a t  t he 
H i l t on  Fo r t  Lauderda le  Mar ina  and  inc ludes 
a  cock ta i l  r ecep t ion ,  d inne r,  s i l en t  and  l i ve 
auc t i ons  and  danc ing  w i th  mus ic  by  The  Gypsy 
Lane  Band .  Th is  yea r ’s  p rog ram w i l l  f ea tu re  a 
“mys te r y  en te r ta ine r ”  who  has  pe r fo rmed  fo r 
numerous  heads  o f  s ta te  and  recen t l y  so ld  ou t  a 
European  concer t  t ou r.  I n  add i t i on  to  Imper ia l , 
t he  rec ip ien t  o f  t he  2009  De l i ve r  t he  Dream 
Corpo ra te  Human i ta r i an  Award  i s  Wachov ia . 

Gala t ickets are $250 per person and $450 per 
couple.  For more informat ion,  contact  David Hal l  at 
954.564.3512 david.hal l@del iver thedream.org or 
v is i t  www.del iver thedream.org. LM

deliver.indd   1 9/16/09   12:11 PM


